
City Council Introduction: Monday, November 25, 2002
Public Hearing: Monday, December 2, 2002, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 02R-288

FACTSHEET

TITLE: SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1869A, an amendment
to the KNIGHTS COURT COMMUNITY UNIT PLAN,
requested by Ross Engineering on behalf of the Council
Building Association, to allow Lots 1-10 to be either
attached two-family dwellings or single-family dwellings,
on property generally located at South 60th Street and
South Street. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Conditional approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 10/30/02
Administrative Action: 10/30/02

RECOMMENDATION: Conditional approval (7-0: Krieser,
Larson, Carlson, Newman, Bills-Strand, Taylor and
Schwinn voting ‘yes’; Duvall and Steward absent). 

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The staff recommendation of conditional approval is based on the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3-4, concluding that
the application does not change the density or lot area of the approved community unit plan.  It allows flexibility
for residential uses.  The requested waivers are acceptable. 

2. The applicant’s testimony is found on p.6-7.

3. There was no testimony in opposition; however, the record consists of a letter in opposition from Janet Coleman
(p.12).  The applicant’s response to the issues raised is found on p.6-7.

4. On October 30, 2002, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 7-0 to
recommend conditional approval.

5. The Site Specific conditions of approval required to be completed prior to scheduling this application on the
Council agenda have been submitted by the applicant and approved by the reviewing departments.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: November 18, 2002

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: November 18, 2002

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2002\SP.1869A
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: Special Permit No. 1869A DATE: October 15, 2002 

SCHEDULED PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: DATE: October 30, 2002 

PROPOSAL: Allow Lots 1-10 to be either attached two-family dwellings or single-family
dwellings.

WAIVER REQUEST: Average lot width for single family lots from 50' to 46 on Lots 1-10.
Lot area from 6,000 square feet to 4,140 square feet on Lots 1-10.

LAND AREA: 4.62 acres more or less.

CONCLUSION: This application does not change the density or lot area of the approved Special
Permit. It allows flexibility for residential uses. The requested waivers are
acceptable.

RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 1-25, Block 1 and Outlot “A”, Knights Court Addition, located in the
NW 1/4 of Section 33, T10N, R7E, Lancaster County, NE.

LOCATION: S. 60th Street & South Street

APPLICANT: Gus Ponstingl
Ross Engineering
201 N. 8th St. Suite 401
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 474-7677

OWNER: Council Building Association 
6044 South St.
Lincoln, NE 68506
(402) 486-1580

CONTACT: same as applicant

EXISTING ZONING: R-2 Residential with a Community Unit Plan

EXISTING LAND USE: Single family and two-family residential
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SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:

North: R-2 Residential
South: R-2 Residential
East: R-2 Residential
West: R-2 Residential

HISTORY:

July 11, 2001 Final Plat #01002, Knights Court Addition, was approves by Planning
Commission

February 12, 2001 Special Permit #1869, Knights Court, was approved by City Council.

January 10, 2001 Preliminary Plat #00024, Knights Court, was approved by Planning Commission.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The area is identified as Urban residential in the
2025 Comprehensive Plan.

The 2025 Comprehensive Plan states:

Overall Guiding Principles for Residential
A safe residential dwelling should be available for each citizen: the efficiency apartment and the country
estate, the small single family “starter” home and the large downtown apartment suite, the most
affordable and the most expensive dwelling unit, completely independent living and living within the
care of others. Provision of the broadest range of housing options throughout the community improves
the quality of life in the whole community. (F 65)

Provide different housing types and choices, including affordable housing, throughout each
neighborhood for an increasingly diverse population. (F 66)

UTILITIES: Available

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: South St. is classified as a urban collector.

ANALYSIS:

1. This application proposes to change 10 lots from attached two-family residential to single family
residential.

2. The density and number of lots will not change with this application.

3. The proposed single-family lots are shown as 46' wide with 4,140 square feet of lot area. R-2
zoning requires 50' wide lots and 6,000 square feet lot area. A waiver of these requirements
is acceptable because the lot width and the square footage of the lots have not changed from
the approved special permit.
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4. The Planning Director does not have the authority to approve an amendment that violates any
regulation in the zoning ordinance.[Sec. 27.65.060(e)] Therefore, the amendment must be
heard by the Planning Commission and City Council. 

CONDITIONS:

Site Specific:

1. After the applicant completes the following instructions and submits the documents and plans to the
Planning Department office and the plans are found to be acceptable, the application will be scheduled
on the City Council's agenda:

1.1 Revise the site plan to show:

1.1.1 Requested waivers.

2. This approval permits Lots 1-10 to be either single-family or attached two-family.

General:

3.  Before receiving building permits:

3.1 The permittee shall have submitted a revised and reproducible final plan including 5
copies showing the following revisions and the plans are acceptable:

3.2 The construction plans shall comply with the approved plans.

3.3 Final Plats shall be approved by the City.

STANDARD CONDITIONS:

4. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

4.1 Before occupying the dwelling units all development and construction shall have been
completed in compliance with the approved plans.

4.2 All privately-owned improvements shall be permanently maintained by the owner or an
appropriately established homeowners association approved by the City Attorney.

4.3 The site plan accompanying this permit shall be the basis for all interpretations of
setbacks, yards, locations of buildings, location of parking and circulation elements, and
similar matters.

4.4 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the permittee,
its successors and assigns.
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4.5 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the City Clerk within 30
days following the approval of the special permit, provided, however, said 30-day period
may be extended up to six months by administrative amendment.  The clerk shall file a
copy of the resolution approving the special permit and the letter of acceptance with the
Register of Deeds, filling fees therefor to be paid in advance by the applicant.

5. The site plan as approved with this resolution voids and supersedes all previously approved site
plans, however all resolutions approving previous permits remain in force unless specifically
amended by this resolution.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner



-6-

SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1869A
AMENDMENT TO THE KNIGHTS COURT

COMMUNITY UNIT PLAN

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: October 30, 2002

Members present: Krieser, Larson, Carlson, Newman, Bills-Strand, Taylor and Schwinn; Duvall and
Steward absent.

Staff recommendation: Conditional approval.

This application was removed from the Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing due to a
letter received in opposition.

Tom Cajka of Planning staff submitted a letter in opposition from Janet Coleman.

Proponents

1.  Gus Ponstingl of Ross Engineering testified on behalf of Aspen Builders.  This is a request
to waive minimum lot width and minimum lot area.  The applicant agrees with the conditions of
approval.  The developer is changing 5 duplex units into 10 single family residential units.  This
improves the condition of the area.  These single family units are more popular at this time and are
selling better.

With regard to the letter in opposition, Ponstingl suggested that the issues raised in the letter relate
more to the construction of the entire development as opposed to this portion.  The developer did not
know of those concerns previously and is happy to attempt to resolve those issues.

2.  Bob Benes, Aspen Builders, 6120 Village Court, testified in support.  The purpose of this
amendment is to take duplex units and split them into nice, single family patio homes.  There is an
overwhelming need for these single family patio homes.  Two of these units have already been pre-
sold.

With regard to the letter in opposition, Benes noted the concern about increased drainage in the backs
at the north end.  In reality, this development has decreased the amount of water that goes through
there by 50%  Before any development was started, that was the main waterway or drainageway.
Benes showed the drainage plan.

The other concern raised by the opposition was the trees that are being planted.  Benes explained that
the initial landscape requirements were for 4' Scotch pines, 18 being put around the perimeter.  Scotch
pines have been determined to be susceptible tp diseases so the city has asked that they not be used
anymore.  Therefore, the developer is considering other acceptable replacements, including 8' white
pines which are not as full and as attractive.  They will be putting other tree species in as well.
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With regard to the fence issue set forth in the letter in opposition, Benes acknowledged that in the back
corner there was a fence dispute.  There is a fence encroachment onto the Knights of Columbus
property.  At the time, the applicant chose to let it go and not deal with it.  The new owner was informed
of the fence issue.  The new owner chose to simply let it stay the way it is.

Newman clarified that the lots involved in this amendment are Lots 1 through 10 and they do not abut
the property of the person writing the letter in opposition.  Benes concurred.
There was no testimony in opposition.

Public hearing was closed.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: October 30, 2002

Larson moved approval of the staff recommendation of conditional approval, seconded by Newman.

Larson believes the developer has addressed all of the issues and is aware of the needs that exist.

Motion for conditional approval carried 7-0: Krieser, Larson, Carlson, Newman, Bills-Strand, Taylor and
Schwinn voting ‘yes’; Duvall and Steward absent.












